
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Ambassador Biographies - 2013 
 
 

Alabama  
 
 
Anna McConnell 
Alabama Interagency Autism Coordinating 
Council (AIACC) 
Birmingham, AL 
205-478-3402 
Email:  anna.mcconnell@mh.alabama.gov 

 
 
 
 

Ms. McConnell was introduced to the autism community through her graduate studies in Social Work and Public Health 
(Maternal and Child Health specialty). As Project Coordinator for Alabama Autism Needs Assessment, and later as Program 
Manager for the Autism Society of Alabama, she was able to hear and see first-hand the needs and barriers related to 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and take part in developing recommendations for addressing these challenges. Service 
providers, state agencies, and other stakeholders collectively formed a partnership for the purpose of implementing those 
recommendations and developing a system of care for Alabama that serves individuals with ASD and related disabilities. 
Bringing stakeholders together was part of her job as Program Manager for the Autism Society of Alabama, organizing 
training and conference opportunities, developing a network of over 30 parent education groups, and providing resources 
to stakeholders during advocacy activities at the State House. Ms. McConnell is now the State Autism Coordinator for the 
partnership – the Alabama Interagency Autism Coordinating Council (AIACC). She is able to initiate and participate in 
collaborations among state agencies, universities, and local service providers in order to develop and implement a system 
of care to better serve individuals on the Autism Spectrum. 

 

 
 

Arizona  

 
 
 
Ann Mastergeorge 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 
520-621-6933 
Email:  amastergeorge@u.arizona.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Mastergeorge is an Associate Professor in the division of Family Studies and Human Development at the 
University of Arizona. She has a Master’s degree from the University of Washington in Communicative Disorders, and a 
Ph.D. from UCLA in developmental psychology. Before becoming a faculty member at the University of Arizona, Dr. 
Mastergeorge worked for eight years as a faculty member at the M.I.N.D. Institute at University of California Davis Medical 
Center in the areas of early detection and early intervention for young children with autism and autism risk. In addition, 
she was a P.I. and co-P.I. on NIH funded grants studying early interventions for young children with autism and was also a 
collaborator on the National Professional Development Center on Autism. She has authored several publications and 
recently co edited a book on educational interventions for children with autism (the first in a five-part autism series for 
Jossey--Bass). She is currently a member of the Sonoran UCEDD faculty and has implemented early intervention programs 
working with First Things First funded programs for young children 'at risk'. In addition, she is on the faculty of the LEND 
program in Arizona and through AZLEND, works closely with stakeholders throughout the state to improve the services for 
young children with autism and their families in Arizona. 
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Colorado School of Medicine. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Arkansas 
 
 
 
 
Peggy Schaefer Whitby 
University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, AR 
479-575-3302 
Email:  pschaefe@uark.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Peggy Schaefer Whitby, Ph.D., BCBA-D is an assistant professor at the University of Arkansas. Dr. Schaefer Whitby serves as 
the program coordinator of graduate programs in ASD, the university liaison for the Arkansas Autism Partnership, and as the 
State Coordinator for the Arkansas Act Early Campaign. Prior to her appointment at the University of Arkansas, Dr. Schaefer 
Whitby spent three years as an assistant professor at UNLV and directed the UNLV Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders. 
Her research interests are in the area of educating students with autism using evidenced based practices, as 
well as the impact of advocacy on policy development. Dr. Schaefer Whitby has multiple publications in peer-reviewed 
journals including Education and Training in Autism and Developmental Disabilities, Beyond Behavior, Young Exceptional 
Children, Intervention in School and Clinic, Teaching Exceptional Children, and Focus on Autism and Other Developmental 
Disabilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Colorado 
 
 

Debra Efird 
JFK Partners, University of Colorado School 
of Medicine 
Denver, CO 
303-519-4765 
Email:  debbie.efird@ucdenver.edu 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Efird is a general pediatrician and has been in practice since completing her residency at the University of Colorado in 
1994. She previously served as the Medical Director of the Children’s Hospital Colorado Special Care Clinic, as a primary 
care pediatrician for the Colorado Permanente Medical Group and as an urgent care pediatrician. In 2009, Dr. Efird entered 
the LEND fellowship at JFK Partners/University of Colorado Health Sciences Center and remained a fellow until June of 
2012. Her focus in the fellowship was on advocacy around screening for autism in toddlers. She worked with the Colorado 
Assuring Better Child Health and Development Project and with the Colorado Act Early Team in accomplishing the 
objective of improving medical provider awareness of screening recommendations. Dr. Efird also served as an Act Early 
Ambassador for the past 12 months and promoted the use of the CDC Learn the Signs Act Early Materials to medical 
providers and to educators of young children. She is currently Clinical Faculty at JFK Partners and the University of 
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Connecticut 
 
 
 
 
Tierney Giannotti 
University of Connecticut, UCEDD 
Farmington, CT 
860-679-1516 
Email:  tgiannotti@uchc.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Tierney Giannotti is the Associate Director of the Connecticut UCEDD and CT’s 2012 Act Early Ambassador. Ms. Giannotti is 
also the Co-Coordinator of the MCHB-funded State Implementation Grant for Improving Services for Children and Youth 
with Autism. Beginning with activities preceding the Autism Summit in April 2010, Ms. Giannotti has coordinated the work 
of the Act Early Connecticut team, successfully building and maintaining partnerships across the state to improve knowledge 
of developmental milestones among parents and professionals and to identify children with warning signs of ASD and other 
DDs at the earliest point in time. Furthermore, as the former Coordinator of the UConn LEND program and a current 
doctoral student in public health, she brings an interdisciplinary perspective to her work. Accomplishments to date include: 
conducting outreach to underserved groups, with a focus on WIC, Head Start, Early Head Start and Home Visiting programs 
in large urban areas; personalizing the LTSAE materials with CT-specific resources, to streamline access to 
services for families; distributing materials for families and professionals in medical homes; and serving as the writer of a 
forthcoming document, Connecticut Guidelines for a Diagnosis of Autism, which is one of the CT team’s goals under the 
Act Early initiative. 

 

 
 

Hawaii 
 
 

JoAnn Yuen 
University of Hawaii, Center of Disability 
Studies 
Honolulu, HI 
808-956-5462 
E-mail: joyuen@hawaii.edu 

 
 
 
 

Dr. JoAnn Yuen is Professor of Disability Studies at the University of Hawaii, Center on Disability Studies. Before joining the 
center, Dr. Yuen worked in the Hawaii early intervention system. Fourteen years later she continues to advocate for early 
screening and intervention. As a researcher she is evaluating the PACT Developmental Screening Project. As an educator 
she co-developed PreK-ACE, a transition program that prepares young children, with little or no preschool, so they are 
ready to learn. As an advocate, she is the ACT Early for Autism Coordinator, a board member for the Autism Society of 
Hawaii, and a member of the Hawaii Autism Center for Research and Development. Dr. Yuen states: “As a university 
faculty member I continue to support and promote the values of ‘acting early’ in the lives of young children….my projects 
support the at-risk, special and exceptional, and cross cultural and economic lines to improve the health and education 
outcomes of young children and families.” 
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Illinois 
 
 
 

Tracy McKinney 
University of Illinois at Chicago 
Chicago, IL 
312-355-4268 
Email:  tracymck@uic.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Tracy McKinney is a Post Doctoral Research Associate at the University of Illinois at Chicago LEND program. Dr. McKinney 
serves as the administrative coordinator for the Illinois Act Early team, under the direction of Ann Cutler, MD, IL LEND 
training director. Her academic credentials include a Ph.D. from the University of Central Florida, a M.Ed. in Special 
Education from Virginia Commonwealth University, and a B.S. in Deaf Education from the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro. Dr. McKinney is a board certified behavior analyst who has over 15 years of experience working with students 
with autism is a variety of social contexts, including work in three different countries (USA, Japan, and Belgium) and within 
the US military system. Her work has ranged from implementing developmental screening protocols to providing direct 
service and family support. Dr. McKinney is committed to addressing disparities in early identification and service 
provision among children with ASD and related neurodevelopment disabilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indiana 
 
 

Stephan Viehweg 
Riley Child Development Center 
Indianapolis, IN 
317-944-8167 
Email:  sviehweg@iu.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Stephan Viehweg, ACSW, LCSW, IMH-E® (IV) is Associate Director of the Riley Child Development Center – Indiana LEND. 
Viehweg organized local arrangements in partnership with AUCD for the September 2010 ACT Early Region V Summit held 
in Indianapolis. He organized a follow-up forum for the LEND Great Lakes Region (IN, IL, MN, WI, MN and PR) held in 
Indianapolis in 2012. States provided updates on their progress and the larger group met in smaller cohorts to tackle 
identified challenges to provide ideas for participants to take back home. He is a member of the Indiana Interagency 
Autism Coordinating Council. Viehweg is also the Interim Director of the IUPUI Center for Translating Research Into 
Practice. He is founding president of Family Voices Indiana, founding chair of the Indiana Association for Infant and Toddler 
Mental Health and chair elect of Mental Health America of Indiana. He is board member of the Indiana Governor’s Council 
for People with Disabilities, and past president of the Indiana Chapter, NASW. Viehweg is tri-lingual (English, Spanish and 
ASL). His varied background makes him a valuable resource for Indiana’s efforts to expand and fully implement Indiana’s 
Autism Plan. 
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Health). The on-going training series addresses early screening, diagnosis and evidence-based intervention practices. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Kansas 
 
 
 

Louann Rinner 
University of Kansas, Center for Child 
Health and Development 
Kansas City, KS 
913-588-5746 
Email:  lrinner@kumc.edu 

 
 
 
 

Louann Rinner is an occupational therapist and special educator for the University of Kansas Center for Child Health and 
Development (CCHD). In addition to providing clinical services as an interdisciplinary team member, Rinner is the training 
director for the Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and related Disabilities (LEND) program. Rinner’s early 
career work as a school-based occupational therapist fostered her interest in children with autism spectrum disorders and 
shaped her pursuit of additional education and professional experiences. Her CCHD activities include outreach teaching 
and training for providers, educators and families, as well as clinical services across the state of Kansas. Rinner hopes to 
continue efforts to build state capacity for systems, and supports for Kansas families by promoting child health and 
development in traditional methods as well as using technologies that maximize dissemination of information about early 
detection, identification and referral for concerns. As an Act Early Ambassador, Rinner “welcomes the opportunity to work 
with the Governor’s Commission on Autism and other collaborative partners to promote the campaign initiatives across 
the state for a stronger, healthier Kansas!” 

 
 
 
 

Kentucky 
 
 

Scott Tomchek 
University of Louisville, Autism Center, 
Pediatrics Department 
Louisville, KY 
502-852-5691 
Email:  scott.tomchek@louisville.edu 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Tomchek has 20 years of pediatric clinical practice experience in various settings. His current practice and research 
focus has centered on individuals with autism spectrum disorders, including screening, diagnostic evaluation, clinical 
assessment, and therapeutic interventions. His focus in these activities is on sensorimotor aspects of development and 
their impact on engaging in occupations. These specializations have been recognized by invited lectures, authorship and 
subsequent publications relating to sensory processing findings in ASDs (Tomchek, 2010), sensorimotor assessment with 
individuals with an ASD (Tomchek, 2000) and a collaborative model of intervention for young children with autism (Geis & 
Tomchek, 2000). In addition, Dr. Tomchek was recently lead author of the practice guideline (Tomchek & Case-Smith, 
2009) and official statement (AOTA, 2010) of the American Occupational Therapy Association related to practice with 
individuals on the autism spectrum.  Dr. Tomchek has been an active member of Kentucky's Act Early and attended the 
2008 Act Early Summit in Nashville. Specifically, he has lead efforts to provide training to a network of 100 early childhood 
professional across KY service systems to promote cross-system collaboration (e.g., Part C, Part B, Early Childhood Mental 
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Louisiana 
 
 
 

Maria Blanco 
Early Childhood Specialist/Autism 
Initiatives LSUHSC Human Development 
New Orleans, LA 
504-556-7572 
Email:  mblanc@lsuhsc.edu 

 
 
 
 

Maria earned her M.Ed. in Early Childhood Special Education from the University of New Orleans and is currently 
completing her doctoral dissertation in Special Education. She is the mother of a young adult with an autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD). Maria is an Assistant Professor in the SAHP department of Interdisciplinary Human Studies. Her experience 
includes working as an early interventionist providing both home- and center-based services, working on a parent coaching 
model research team, directing a statewide school-based ASD training and technical assistance project, participating as a 
member of HDC’s Transdisciplinary ASD diagnostic clinic team, developing and delivering continuing education for medical 
professionals, and serving as a core member of the HDC LEND faculty. She coordinates HDC’s Consumer Advisory Council 
and support members to fully participate in all CAC activities. In addition, she serves as Community Liaison for the UCEDD 
establishing and maintaining relationships with potential and current community partners, including agencies and 
organizations that support and/or advocate for individuals with disabilities, families and culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities. 

 
 
 
 

Maine  

 
 
 
Nancy Cronin 
Maine Developmental Disabilities Council 
Augusta, ME 
207-287-4214 
Email: Nancy.e.cronin@maine.gov 

 
 
 
 
 

Nancy Cronin, MA is the Coordinator for the Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Systems Change Initiative and the State 
Autism Implementation Grant Manager in Maine, and in that role is facilitating this interagency effort to achieve a cost- 
effective and efficient comprehensive system of care for persons with ASD. Cronin joined the staff of the Maine 
Developmental Disabilities Council in this role in January, 2008, having previously served for over four years as the 
Executive Director of the Autism Society of Maine. While at the Autism Society, Cronin’s work at the local, state and 
national level focused on the development of effective services and supports for persons with ASD of all ages and their 
families. Maine is striving towards universal screening for autism but that is only a piece of the challenge towards prompt 
identification. As the manager of the Autism Implementation Grant, Cronin has overseen the creation of a training DVD 
and accompanying curriculum to train early childhood professionals and medical professionals on the administration and 
scoring of autism screening tools. She has also built strong working relationships with Maine medical professionals and 
early childhood professionals. 
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autism for a number of other publications. She served as a reviewer for the Race-to-the-Top: Early Learning Challenge, 
presents at national conferences and publishes in the field. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Massachusetts 
 
 
 

Elaine Gabovitch 
LEND Program, UCEDD, IDDRC 
Waltman, MA 
781-642-0052 
Email:  Elaine.Gabovitch@umassmed.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

As the parent of a son with an autism spectrum disorder, Ms. Gabovitch has met many parents over the years who, like 
her, struggled to receive a timely and accurate diagnosis for their children due to a lack of awareness among parents and 
professionals of the early warning signs of ASDs and other developmental disorders. To directly address the need for 
better public awareness and professional training, she co-founded the nonprofit organization First Signs Inc. in 2000 and 
served as its vice president until 2004. She presently serves as the state team leader for the MA Act Early Campaign, for 
which she has assembled a steering committee and three task forces (outreach, training, early identification) comprised of 
40 plus members, one major project (multicultural screening kit), and has run five statewide Act Early Summit meetings and 
numerous, regularly-scheduled working group meetings. Gabovitch actively and consistently used her managerial, 
marketing, and teaching skills, and she has leveraged her well-established local networks as a disability advocate to benefit 
and propel the activities of the MA state team. She hopes her team’s efforts will create a new standard of identification 
and care for ASDs in Massachusetts and beyond. 

 
 
 
 

Montana 
 
 

Ann Garfinkle 
University of Montana 
Missouk, MT 
406-243-5262 
Email:  ann.garfinkle@mso.umt.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Ann Garfinkle received her Ph.D. from the University of Washington in 1999 in Early Childhood Special Education. Since 
that time she has been deeply involved in projects that develop and implement high-quality interventions for young 
children with autism and other developmental disabilities. These interests are exemplified in her most recent work, as the 
lead in model development, technical assistance, professional development and program evaluation of Montana's 
Children's Autism Waiver (CAW). The CAW, which began in 2009, is a Medicaid waiver granted to Montana's Department 
of Public Health and Human Services to provide intensive, applied behavior analytic services to young children with autism 
in Montana. This state-wide program has yielded tremendous outcomes with 48.5% of the participating children reaching 
a "best outcome". As a result of this work, and her previous efforts, Dr. Garfinkle has become a much sought-after 
speaker. Her work has been recognized by Montana's Governor Brian Schweitzer. Nationally, Dr. Garfinkle is on the 
editorially review board for Young Exceptional Children and often provides guest reviews on articles about children with 
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New Hampshire 
 
 
 

Jennifer Doris 
University System of New Hampshire, 
Lakes Region Community Services 
Gilford, NH 
Phone: 603-630-9046 
E-mail:  Jenniferd@lrcs.org 

 
 
 
 

In 2009-2010, Doris was a NH LEND trainee and completed training in the area of autism through the Leadership in Autism 
Spectrum Disorder program. In 2010, she opened an Autism Center as part of Area Agency programs. Through her role as 
program director for early intervention services, she coordinates the screening of all children using the MCHAT. Doris also 
oversees the dissemination of Act Early Information with families that are participants in the Early Supports and Services 
Program in Belknap and lower Grafton County in NH. Since 2008, she  has been a partner in Watch Me Grow, NH's 
universal developmental screening system using the Ages and Stages Questionnaires. She serves as a member of the WMG 
Steering Committee which oversees the implementation of WMG statewide. Additionally, Doris oversees the 
implementation of WMG in our region, including use of the MCHAT. She is an active participant of the Autism Workgroup 
for Screening and Diagnosis. Doris is the vice president and board member of the Early Education and Intervention 
Network (EEIN) and one of four Routine Based Interview certified trainers in NH. 

 
 
 
 
 

North Carolina 
 
 

Rebecca Edmondson Pretzel University 
of North Carolina, Carolina Institute for 
Developmental Disabilities Chapel Hill, 
NC 
Phone: 919-966-4806 
E-mail: Becky.Edmondson@cidd.unc.edu 

 
 
 
 

Rebecca Edmondson Pretzel, Ph.D., is a psychologist and Director of Services at the Carolina Institute for Developmental 
Disabilities at UNC-CH. Dr. Edmondson Pretzel’s primary clinical and research activities are focused on the screening, 
assessment, and treatment of young children with or at risk for developmental delays/disabilities, including ASD, and their 
families. Her clinical teaching efforts focus on educating graduate students, parents, and interdisciplinary groups of early 
interventionists on the identification and assessment of developmental delays/disorders in early childhood. 

 
Dr. Edmondson Pretzel has particular areas of expertise and interests that include working with young children who have 
ASD, intellectual disabilities, and low incidence or complex developmental disabilities. She is looking forward to being the 
Act Early Ambassador for North Carolina and states that her “professional career has been dedicated to goals clearly 
compatible with those of the Act Early campaign.” 
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Ohio 
 
 
 

Shanna Kralovic 
University Hospitals Case Medical Center 
Westlake, OH 
216-844-3230 
Email:  Shanna.Kralovic2@uhhospitals.org 

 
 
 
 
 

As a Developmental Behavioral Pediatrician with a specialty interest in children with autism spectrum disorders, Dr. 
Kralovic is well-qualified to advocate for children with developmental disabilities. During her Developmental Behavioral 
fellowship, she co-authored one of the ACT cases (“Anticipatory Guidance”) and is currently revising it for an updated 
version of the curriculum. She has given various presentations on the ACT Curriculum at national, regional, and local 
conferences as well as using the curriculum on a regular basis with our pediatric residents. Dr. Kralovic has collaborated 
with Dr. Karen Edwards, Ohio’s recent ACT Ambassador on activities related to the ACT curriculum, specifically, contacting 
all of the Ohio pediatric residency directors to inform them of the ACT curriculum and offer presentations on the 
curriculum. She also promoted the curriculum to family practice residencies in Ohio through presentation at a conference 
which she was the first author on the abstract. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Oklahoma 
 
 

Bonnie McBride 
University of Oklahoma, LEND 
Oklahoma City, OK 
405-842-9995 
Email:  bonnie-mcbride@ouhsc.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Bonnie McBride, Ph.D., BCBA-D is an Associate Professor in the Department of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics at 
the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. She completed her doctoral work at the University of Washington, one 
of the National Institute of Health’s Centers of Excellence in Autism. In addition to her faculty position, she is a LEND core 
faculty in ASD. Dr. McBride’s research interests have focused on effective treatment and intervention for young children 
with ASD. She is the Principal Investigator of a model program for toddlers with autism, recently receiving a multisite 
federally funded grant to conduct a randomized controlled trial of the model. She serves on statewide committees that 
address improvement of early identification and intervention services for children with developmental disabilities 
including ASD. She was the team leader for the Act Early Regional Summit and continues to Chair the group that was 
formed as a result of that summit. She served at the Act Early Ambassador for Oklahoma for the 2011-12. 
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South Carolina 
 
 
 
 
Jane Witowski 
Children’s Advocacy, LEND 
Greenville, SC 
864-454-2104 
Email:  jwitowski@ghs.org 

 
 
 
 
 

As manager of the Healthy Child Development program within the Children’s Advocacy department at Greenville Hospital 
System University Medical Center, Ms. Witowski lead a team responsible for development and implementation of 
outreach and training activities that target child health providers, parents and early childhood professionals in promoting 
earlier identification of developmental and behavioral problems. As state program manager of Help Me Grow- South 
Carolina, she worked with key state stakeholders in the replication of this national best practice system designed to 
address early identification of developmental concerns and linkage to community-based for children and families. As a 
member of the SC LEND program, she coordinates an annual conference on developmental-behavioral pediatric issues. 
The conference provides learning opportunities for not only LEND trainees and faculty, but for other clinicians from 
multiple disciplines. In addition, Witowski works with the SC Area Health Education Centers to deliver education in the 
diagnosis and management of autism and related disabilities to attendees at rural hospitals via video teleconferencing. 

 
 
 
 
 

Tennessee 
 
 

Toni Whitaker 
University of TN Boling Center for 
Developmental Disabilities 
Memphis, TN 
901-448-3043 
Email:  twhitaker@uthsc.edu 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Whitaker is an Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Developmental Pediatrics at the University of Tennessee Boling 
Center for Developmental Disabilities (former Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities program trainee). 
She also served as the Tennessee Act Early Ambassador for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s “Learn the 
Signs. Act Early.” Program with the first Ambassador cohort since 2011. She is proud to work primarily in an 
interdisciplinary setting and is involved in clinical, academic, research, and community service pursuits for a variety of 
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities. Dr. Whitaker has clinical expertise in working with children of all ages and their families, 
with special interests in infants and young children as well as Autism Spectrum Disorders. She maintains an active role in 
educating physicians, educators, interdisciplinary students, early childhood providers, and community members about 
Autism Spectrum Disorders and related Neurodevelopmental Disabilities. 
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Texas 
 
 
 

Pauline Filipek 
UT Health Sciences Center at Houston, 
Department of Pediatrics, 
Houston, TX 
713-500-3637 
Email:  Pauline.A.Filipek@uth.tmc.edu 

 
 
 
 

Pauline A. Filipek, M.D., is Professor of Pediatrics in the Children's Learning Institute and Division of Child and Adolescent 
Neurology at the UT Medical School, Houston. She serves as Director of The Autism Center at the Children's Learning 
Institute (CLI) and the LoneStar LEND Program. Her clinical and research passions have been focused for many years on 
identifying the earliest signs of ASDs, initiating the earliest intensive interventions, and on education for all disciplines on 
these topics. She lectures extensively on these topics to students, trainees and professionals in all related disciplines. She 
received her MD from Georgetown University School of Medicine followed by pediatric/chief residency at University of 
Massachusetts, and child neurology fellowship at Massachusetts General Hospital/ Harvard Medical School. Filipek 
continued on Harvard faculty until her recruitment to UC Irvine in 1994, where she remained until her recruitment to UT in 
2009. She chaired the American Academy of Neurology/ Child Neurology Society Committee of 11 professional and 4 
family organizations to create Practice Parameters for Screening and Diagnosis of Autism, the first such published 
guideline. She also served on the National Research Council Committee that authored Educational Interventions for 
Children with Autism. 

 

 
 

Utah 
 
 

Tracy Golden 
UT Regional LEND Program 
East SLC, UT 
801-597-5386 
Email:  tracy.golden@uvu.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Tracy Golden has her doctorate in Social Work from the University of Utah, Masters of Education from the University of 
Utah and a Bachelor of Arts from Brown University. She is currently an assistant professor in the Behavioral Science 
Department at Utah Valley University and faculty for the Utah Regional LEND Program. Dr. Golden was a LEND trainee in 
Utah from August, 2011 to May, 2012 on the Autism Specialization Track and completed over 500 hours of training. She 
served as the Act Early Ambassador in Utah from January, 2012, through December 2012. In this position, she advanced a 
number of initiatives that are thriving, and she would like to continue this work. Through her education, work, and training 
experiences, she has extensive theoretical and clinical experience in child development, mental health therapy, autism 
identification, developmental screening, outreach, advocacy, and networking. She is currently participating in the 
development of an autism education center at Utah Valley University and is a member of the Autism Council of Utah, the 
Vice President for the Utah Autism Project, and a founding board member of Utah Families for Effective Autism Treatment. 

mailto:Pauline.A.Filipek@uth.tmc.edu
mailto:tracy.golden@uvu.edu


 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Vermont 
 
 
 
 
Janet Kilburn 
Vermont Department of Health, CYSHCN 
Burlington, VT 
802-863-7338 
Email:  janet.kilburn@state.vt.us 

 
 
 
 
 

As a social work graduate student, Ms. Kilburn assisted with a Maternal and Child Health grant, “Partnerships for Change,” 
with the goal of improving interdisciplinary team processes and collaboration. She has worked as a medical social worker at 
CSHCN at the Vermont Department of Health for the past 13 years. Ms. Kilburn provides community based care 
coordination to families of children with a wide range of special health needs. She is the project manager for VT’s ASD/DD 
State Implementation Grant and is active on Vermont’s Act Early team. In response to Vermont’s ASD SIG goal of 
improving cultural competence in ASD/DD early screening and assessment, as well as responding to the needs of a growing 
refugee population, she organized a conference targeted at health and education professionals. Experts in the field were 
able to present to over 170 professionals the latest neurolinguistic research, cultural competence in early developmental 
screening, and best practice assessment and intervention practices. In developing the conference, she worked closely with 
the Massachusetts Act Early team leader and attended a MA Act Early Regional Team summit. She attended trainings on 
ASD/DD regularly and has been trained in administering the ADOS and ADI-R. 

 
 
 
 

Virginia 
 
 

Deana McGuire Buck 
Partnership for People with Disabilities, 
Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) 
Richmond, VA 
804-827-0198 
Email:  dmbuck@vcu.edu 

 
 
 
 

Deana McGuire Buck served as the Program Group Leader in Education/Early Childhood at the Partnership for People with 
Disabilities, Virginia’s UCEDD, for 11 years. She has extensive experience in all aspects of professional development, and 
regularly design and provide training for a variety of audiences (providers, families, administrators, and physicians). She 
also served as Virginia’s Autism Ambassador in 2012. In order to facilitate cross-sector professional development for early 
childhood professionals in Virginia, Ms. Buck served as a founding member of the Virginia Cross-Sector Professional 
Development committee. She continues to serve on the steering committee. Ms. Buck has a strong working relationship 
with programs that serve young children and their families in Virginia, including Head Start and the Virginia Early 
Childhood Foundation (VECF). She has effective relationships with those who provide training for early childhood 
programs, including Training and Technical Assistance Centers and the Home Visiting Consortium. In addition, she works 
closely with VA-LEND, an initiative of the Partnership. 
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Wisconsin 
 
 
 

Gail Chodron 
WI LEND, Waisman Center UCEDD 
Madison, WI 
608-890-0145 
Email:  chondron@widc.edu 

 
 
 
 
 

Gail Chodron is an Outreach Specialist at the Waisman Center UCEDD and a doctoral candidate in Public Health. Her 
doctoral research focuses on child development in national policy, and she has several years teaching and curriculum 
development experience. In addition to being the WI LEND Interdisciplinary Training Coordinator, Chodron co-Chairs the 
UCEDD Community Training and Technical Assistance Committee, supports LTSAE outreach efforts for the WISADDS 
(ADDM Network) project, serves as the Wisconsin Act Early State Team lead, and serves on the state Early Childhood 
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